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The Greek School

The Greek school located in Acton, was established 
in 1988 by the Greek Government in order to offer 
to Greeks the educational system of their home 
country. The Greek school houses the primary school 
and the preschool. 

The Greek government provides public education 
for Greek and Greek Cypriot pupils at the school. All 
pupils are either native Greek speakers or bilingual. 
There are currently 80 pupils enrolled, aged from 
4 to 11, all attending full-time. The school aims to 
‘provide a high-quality education for its pupils, to 
encourage and deepen their understanding of the 
Greek language and culture, and to keep them in 
touch with their roots’.

We visited the Greek school and we received a warm 
welcome by the headmaster of the primary school, 
Ms. Barbara Massourou, who also showed us around 
the facilities especially in the classrooms, the yard 
and the canteen.

The primary school offers mixed-gender education 
and counts 66 students and 8 educational personnel 
and the preschool counts 14 pupils and 1 preschool 
educational personnel. The preschool through 
interactive learning activities, prepares adequately 
the kids for the next step in their education, in order 
to be ready for transiting in the primary school. It 
provides the best possible standards for teaching 
and learning, while the small number of students 
acts beneficially for its function. Consequently, 

Acton is an area in west London with a significant 
presence of the Hellenic community, which has 
augmented after the establishment of the Greek 
school in the region. We went to Acton and explored 
the Greek neighborhood where we visited the Greek 
school and had the chance to talk with Greeks that 
have become professionally active there. 

The Greek Londoners in the area of Acton

the teachers establish strong relationships with 
the children, supplying them with knowledge and 
skills relevant to their present and future needs. 
Undeniably, the presence of the school reinforces 
the Greek community and conscience in London. 
The school integrates the Greek curriculum and 
aligns with the schedule of every public school 
back in Greece. However, the staff ensures that 
the children have the ability to learn both the 
Greek and the English language. Leaders and 
staff work effectively as a team in order to ensure 
the educational progress of their pupils. Another 
important aspect is that the school co-operates with 
the parents and provides them with information 
about the advancement of their children. The staff 
makes certain that the children, including these that 
came recently to London, settle into their routines 
quickly. The parents are provided with guidance to 
support their children’s learning at home as well. All 
together they feel that the school is their second 
family.
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TAILOR MADE CAFE

Tailor Made cafe (120 Churchfield Str) is a family 
business. It has a cozy interior decoration and offers 
typical Greek food and drinks. We met the owner 
Michael Millis, who gave us a tour around the shop’s 
facilities, telling us the history behind the place 
since it used to be a travel agency that organized 
vacations in Greek destinations. Nowadays apart 
from serving Greek dishes, Tailor Made works as a 
meeting point for Greeks. The name of the shop was 
inspired by a unique connection that the family had 
with the fashion world. Besides it is evident by the 
large selection of T-shirts and handcrafted furniture 
which are being sold inside the shop. Michael’s 
personal story is really interesting. He proudly claims 
to be the first student of the Greek school in London. 
He chose to run his personal business in Acton, 
taking advantage of the multicultural community 
and the growing Greek market. According to him, 
London offers a plethora of business opportunities, 
appealing to young people. After all, the recent 
increase of skillful and talented young Greeks serves 
as an undeniable proof of his view.

The first Greek lending library in London

A roaming Greek lending library has been operating 
in London since the end of 2017, to meet the needs 
of those living in Great Britain who love modern 
literature and poetry.

It is an initiative, taken by those who formed the 
organisation, for book exchanging and a series of 
actions in collaboration with people from Greece 
who are involved in Literature and the Arts.

The meetings are held in well-known Greek coffee 
shops in London, once the interested parties have 
chosen the books they wish to borrow from the 
library’s website. The library is up to date with new 
publications for each book category (Greek and 
foreign literature, poetry, history) monthly, while 
editions and anthologies are planned in a bilingual 
presentation.

In 2018, the organisation is planning, among 
other things, to invite Greek authors and other 
personalities that are involved in the Arts to get in 
touch with their Greek audience.

Following the slogan ‘books do not belong on shelves, 
but exist to convey knowledge’, the organisation 
invites those who love the books and live in London 
to exchange opinions and ideas over a cup of coffee.

Those active in publishing in Greece are also invited 
to assist the organisation by providing modern 
Greek and foreign literature books.

For further information, you can visit our website 
http://www.ekivil.org/ 

Vassilis Chatzimakris (cretan lyra) and 
Simon Merkouris (cretan lute) two out 
of five members of CRETAN BRIOCHE, a 
London-based Cretan folk music ensemble, 
performing at Tailor Made. The band often 
collaborate with other friends and musicians, 
to jam/perform/record together, forming a 
wider “Brioche circle” of Greek/Cretan music 
enthusiasts. 
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BAKE ME

Fancy a Greek freddo and a tasty crêpe? Then this place is a must!

Mr. Bake me, an African-Greek entrepreneur from Kozani, has set up his business in the lovely multicultural 
neighborhood of Acton. His shop Bake Me (92 Churchfield Road), is a cafe/bakery that offers different quality 
products which vary from French crêpe to Italian ice-cream and Greek ice-coffee. According to him, the 
concept of the shop is to offer the best quality of Greek products  but his “serving” base will always be the 
French crêpe. Moreover, he believes that Greek products stand at a high level concerning their quality, but 
they lack in terms of price since they are sold twice or even more than the price they were originally bought. 
He also underlines that United Kingdom offers a lot of business opportunities but in reality the struggle does 
not lay on the set up of a new business but on its function. Going back, when he started his business in 2014, 
he had to deal with the skepticism and hesitation of the locals. These feelings were fueled by the negative 
images of that Greeks had in traditional media. Nevertheless, he managed to overcome all these difficulties 
through hard work and now serves happily his tasty spinach pie!

Mythos 

Mythos is a Greek oriented restaurant located at 76th Churchfield Road, creating an authentic dining 
experience of the well-known Greek hospitality and cuisine. It is a traditional and picturesque establishment 
that serves Greek homemade food and drinks. 

Owners of the restaurant is a Greek family that recently immigrated in the UK. Ms. Phyllio is the head 
and soul of Mythos. She is the mother of Akis and together they run the business. The customers call her 
“mama” and as she states that “It’s in the Greek heart. Every guest has to feel at home”. Her son Akis added 
in the conversation that “We are here only for a short period of time. Previously we had been running a 
street food store (souvlaki) and therefore, a restaurant was the next step for our business”. So, they chose 
to open Mythos in Acton since it is an area with growing numbers of Greek residents. Akis mentioned that 
currently in London the standard of living is higher, and he feels that his family will not face any financial 
issues. As both stated, they miss living in Greece, but they do not intend to come back if the financial 
situation does not change.


